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Right: Kate Yan Gytenbeek
seemns happy that not all the
fish at Kenn Resf dre moniters,

Below: Comp Kenn in ail
its glory and with all toys
mitached,

ar out in the Coral Sea, way sast of the Great

Barrier Reef and cut from the well known
Swain Reefs complex, is a series of isolated reef
systems known officially as the Coral Sea Island
Terrtones. Most keen sport fishers will probably
be familiar with many of the names, such as
Oisprey, Saumarez, WWreck and Cato Reefs, all of
which have appeared in fishing features from time
o time:

But even further out are still more solated
reef systems readers probably haven't heard of,
Locations such as Marion, Frederick and Kenn
Reefs are too far away from civilization for most
anglers and the only visitors that normally happen
along are occasional cruising yachis, The fogus of
this story, Kenn Reef, is about 450km from Hay
Point, which 15 near Mackay.

These remote reef systems are actually inside
Australian Territanial Waters, although only just.
But to give you an idea of how far out they are,
at Kenn Reef, if you venture east from the sastern
drop-off, you're actually in New Caledonjan
waters,

Understandably, the isclation of Kenn Reef
enhances its “fishability” as, without regular visits
fram sport fishers, the prospects of big fish and
big catches are... well, ‘big.

kenn Reef sits atop the Kenn Plateau. | guote
{in part) from a Province Report by Geosaence
Australa, “The Kenn Plateau is a large, relatively
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Right; Decp channels draining
the reef fats are hangouts for
GTs and big red bass,

Below: Kote and the Nomaod
Sportfishing dwo of John and
Daeron Qlsen (at helm) fishing
Kenn reef at low tide. The
‘rocks” are hupe wnps of coral
disiodged in bad weather,

certainly some of
“the world”

paarly understoad, submerged continental block,
which rifted from northeastern Australia 52 to 63
million years ago... The Kenn Plateau is separated
from the Maron Plateau to the west by the
north-trending bathymetric Cate Trough (about
3000 metres deep)... The Kenn Reef, and Bird
and Cato lslands, lie along the western margin and
are presurnably volcanic in origin as they appear
to form a northerly extension of the Tasmantid
Chain of volcanic seamounts...”

This guote omits some of the drier
oceanography, but however you translate the
science into fishing, it boils down 1o Kenn Reef
being an isolated reefl system located in seriously
deep water, and being about as good a FAD




